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are Messed and sprinkled with holy water. They are then
distributed among the people who make an offering of
money. These candles are supposed to possess the virtue
of warding off sickness and evil spirits, especially at the
time of death. Sometimes they are burned In booths where
silk-worms are being raised. The Greeks have no such
custom at this feast.
The Feast of Mar Martin, the alleged founder of the Mar-
onites,- is celebrated on February 9, when his picture is
borne around the church in procession. He is also com-
memorated on the second Sunday of every month. Yu-
hanna Martin (John Ma.ro), the first Maronitc patriarch,
is commemorated on March 2, and the three hundred
and fifty monks of Mar Martin on July 31, all three days
being feasts of abstention from labor.
In the Eastern churches Lent begins on Monday, called
the Monday of the Fast. In Syria it is popularly known
as Monk's Monday, from an indefinite legend that some
monk, once upon a time, at the beginning of Lent, came
riding into town on a donkey. So It is the fashion for
crowds to go out to the outskirts of the town "to meet the
monk/7 In Mosul it is also known as Mocking Monday,
or Tantalizing Monday, as the Moslems then make a
counter-demonstration in the form of a huge picnic, where
they ostentatiously feast upon meat and "greasy food.0
During Lent the (5 reek churches are draped in red cloth,
great care being taken to cover the gilded portions of the
ikonostasis. In the Maronite churches, during Holy Week,
the pictures are draped in black, and before the altar is
hung a black curtain on which have been sewn, in white
cloth, models of the cross, the crown of thorns, the nails,
hammer, pincers, the scourge of ropes, the striking hand,
Pilate's ewer and basin, the cock, the torch, the sword, the
sun, moon and stars, the sponge, and the spear.
The observance of Ash Monday by the Maronites is as
follows: On the evening of the Saturday previous the sac-
ristan takes some dried olive twigs, which have been pre-
served In the sacristy ever since the last Palm Sunday, and
reduces them to ashes in a brazier. At the Monday ser-

